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by the U.S. Supreme Court, there was an i nc r e a s e i n t h e
number of homicides in N e b r a ska , b u t you c ann o t d raw a
direct relationship between t he t wo b e=a u s e t h er e are
underlying factors that determine how many homicides will be
committed. S o I hope that you wil l con si d e r t h i s b i l l
favorably and advance it.

S ENATOR CARSTEN: T h ank y ou , S e n a t o r C hambers. D o y o u h a v e
something on the desk, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Mr . P re si d e n t , S enators Hoag l an d and L a n d i s would
move to bracket LB 70 until April 3, 1986.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Sena t or Hoagland, o n t h e b racketing
motion, please.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Se nator Carsten and co ' l e a gues , I kn ow
that a number of us have had an opportunity t o n i s i ab out
this bracketing motion and tended to postpone the debate on
LB 70 until the Rulo trial was completed. State v. Michael
~R ar. an d St at e v . De nn i s R an, ca se s t h at have b een
c onsr l i d a t e d f o r t r i a l i n Doug l a s County are truly two of
the most unusual cases in the history of Nebraska . W e ar e
now in the fourth week of t r i a l i n Do ug l as C o u n t y. Two
weeks w e r e c o n sumed in choos in g a j u r y and we are n ow,
r oughly , i n t he mi dd l e o f t h e seco n d wee k o f t ak i ng
evidence . I t i s a mos t sen si t i v e c ase . I t ' s a c a se
involving unusual facts which we' re familiar with, I think,
from the newspaper accounts and it's a case in which the
j ury ha s no t be en sequ e s t e r e d . Now, it is true that the
jury customarily is instructed not t o r ea d n ews a c c ount s o f
the trial, but the jury has not been sequestered, that is to
say, the jury is not staying in a hotel under guard with the
television shut off a nd no acc e s s t o news p aper s . So i n
spite of the instructions of the court there is certa' nly a
danger, ce r t ai n l y a risk that any comments made on t h i s
floor in the debate on I,B 70, whether i t i nv o l ve s a Rulo
c ase o r a ny o t h er cas e , whether it's in favor of death
penalty or w hether it's against death penalty, could
ultimately reach the jurors and influence the outcome in
that case. Now, this morning I v is i t e d w i t h Ju d g e F i n n w h o
is a district judge from the southeastern part of Nebraska,
I believe he covers Senator Remmers' le .islative di strict,
part of Senator Carsten's legislative district, and Judge
Finn has beer im orted to Douglas County to handle the case.
And the case, of course, has been imported to Douglas County
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